
For Consideration By Licensing Sub-Committee

Meeting Date 21 March 2024

Type of Application Vary a Premises Licence 

Address of Premises The Old Blue Last, 38 Great Eastern Street, London, 
EC2A 3ES

Classification Decision

Ward(s) Affected Hoxton East and Shoreditch

Group Director Rickardo Hyatt

1. Summary 

1.1. This is an application to vary a premises licence to allow authorisation: 

x To extend the terminal hours for all licensable activities on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. x Removal of current conditions 24 and 26x Amendment of current condition 10

2. Application 

2.1. Lily Twenty Limited has made an application to vary a premises licence 
under section 34 of the Licensing Act 2003.

2.2. The applicant is seeking authorisation for the following proposed variation:

x To remove condition 24; The premises shall not be used for the 
provision of regulated entertainment until officers from the Council's 
Building Control Service have confirmed in writing that the premises are 
technically suitable for the intended use (by applying of relevant technical 
regulations), and condition 26; There shall be no more than 40 customers 
permitted in to the second floor licensed area at any one time. 

x To amend condition 10; A comprehensive CCTV system shall be 
maintained in accordance with the reasonable requirements of the Police. 
All cameras shall continually record whilst the premises are open to the 
public and the video recordings shall be kept available for a minimum of 
31 days with time and date stamping. Tape recordings shall be made 



 
 

available to an authorised officer of the Council or a Police officer on 
request. (see paragraph 8.1 below for a revised condition) 

x To extend terminal hours for the following licensable activities and 
timings: 

Films 
 

Standard Hours: 

 

Thu  10:00-01:00 

Fri    10:00-03:00 

Sat   10:00-03:00 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 

 

Live Music 
 

Standard Hours: 

 
Thu  10:00-01:00 

Fri    10:00-02:30 

Sat   10:00-02:30 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 

 

Recorded Music 
 

Standard Hours: 

 

Thu  10:00-01:00 

Fri    10:00-03:00 

Sat   10:00-03:00 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 

 

Performance of Dance 
 

Standard Hours: 

 

Thu  10:00-01:00 

Fri    10:00-03:00 

Sat   10:00-03:00 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 



 
 

Anything of a similar 
description 
 

Standard Hours: 

 

Thu  10:00-01:00 

Fri    10:00-03:00 

Sat   10:00-03:00 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 

 

Late Night Refreshment 
 

Standard Hours: 

 

Thu  23:00-01:00 

Fri    23:00-03:00 

Sat   23:00-03:00 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 

 

Supply of Alcohol 
(On and Off premises) 

Standard Hours: 

 

Thu  10:00-01:00 

Fri    10:00-03:00 

Sat   10:00-03:00 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 

 

The opening hours of 
the premises 
 

Standard Hours: 

 

Thu  10:00-01:30 

Fri    10:00-03:30 

Sat   10:00-03:30 

 
Non-standard Hours: 
On New Year's Eve from the end of permitted 
hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of 
permitted hours on the following day. 
 

 

2.3. The application is attached as Appendix A. The applicant has proposed 
some additional measures that could be converted to conditions (see 
paragraph 8.1 below). 



 
 

3. Current Status/History 

3.1. The current premises licence was granted on 24 November 2005. 

3.2. Temporary event notices have given in last twelve months at this premises 
as follows: 

                                  Date of the event(s)                          Hours 
                                18/03/2023-19/03/2023             01:30-03:30                              
                                07/04/2023-10/04/2023                  00:30-03:30 
                                01/05/2023-01/05/2023                  00:00-03:30 

08/05/2023-08/05/2023                  00:00-03:30 
29/05/2023-29/05/2023                  00:00-03:30 
27/08/2023-28/08/2023                  01:30-03:30 
28/10/2023-29/10/2023                  01:30-03:30 
12/11/2023-12/11/2023                  01:30-03:30 
18/11/2023-19/11/2023                  00:00-03:30 
25/11/2023-26/11/2023                  00:00-03:30 
02/12/2023-03/12/2023                  00:00-03:30 
09/12/2023-10/12/2023                  00:00-03:30 
16/12/2023-17/12/2023                  00:00-03:30 
04/02/2024-04/02/2024             00:00-03:00 
16/02/2024-18/02/2024             00:00-03:00 
10/03/2024-10/03/2024             00:00-03:00 
16/03/2024-17/03/2024             00:00-03:00 

 

4. Representations: Responsible Authorities  

From Details 

Environmental Health Authority                           
(Environmental Protection)  

Representation withdrawn based on agreed 
conditions as set out in para 8.1 

Environmental Health Authority 
(Environmental Enforcement) 

Have confirmed no representation on this 
application 

Environmental Health Authority                  
(Health & Safety) 

No representation received 

Weights and Measures 
(Trading Standards)  

No representation received 

Planning Authority No representation received 

Area Child Protection Officer No representation received 

Fire Authority Have confirmed no representation on this 
application 

Police 
  (Appendix B1) 

Representation received on the grounds of 
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder and 
Prevention of Public Nuisance 

Licensing Authority  
  (Appendix B2) 

Representation received on the grounds of 
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder and 
Prevention of Public Nuisance 

Health Authority No representation received 



 
 

 

5. Representations: Other Persons  

From Details 

Representation received in 
support (Appendix C) 

Representation received on the grounds of 
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder, 
Public Safety, Prevention of Public Nuisance 
and The Protection of Children from Harm 

 

6. Guidance Considerations 

6.1. The Licensing Authority is required to have regard to any guidance issued by 
the Secretary of State under the Licensing Act 2003. 

7. Policy Considerations 

7.1. Licensing Sub-Committee is required to have regard to the London Borough 
of Hackney’s Statement of Licensing Policy (“the Policy) adopted by the 
Licensing Authority.   

7.2. The Policy applies to applications where relevant representations have been 
made. With regard to this application, policies, LP1 (General Principles), LP2 
(Licensing Objectives), LP3 (Core Hours) and LP4 (‘Off’ Sale of Alcohol) are 
relevant. 

8. Officer Observations 

8.1. If the Sub-Committee is minded to approve the application, the following 
additional/amended conditions should be applied the licence:  

Replace current condition 10: 
 

The premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as 
per the minimum requirements of a Metropolitan Police Crime Prevention 
Officer. All entry and exit points will be covered enabling frontal identification 
of every person entering in any light condition. The CCTV system shall 
continually record whilst the premises is open for licensable activities and 
during all times when customers remain on the premises. All recordings shall 
be stored for a minimum period of 31 days with date and time stamping. 
Recordings shall be made available to with 24 hours upon the request of 
Police or authorized officer throughout the preceding 31 day period. 

 
A staff member from the premises who is conversant with the operation of 
the CCTV system shall be on the premises at all times when the premises 
are open to the public. This staff member shall be able to show Police recent 
data or footage with the absolute minimum of delay when requested. 
 
Replace current condition 14(agreed with the Environmental Protection): 
 
A sound limiting device within the premises shall be installed to control all 
amplified sound generated on the premises. The device shall be approved 



 
 

by and set to the Council’s satisfaction and thereafter maintained for the 
duration of its use. 
 
Additional suggested conditions: 
 

1. The premises will operate a Challenge 25 scheme at the premises. The 
only acceptable form of identification will be recognised photographic 
identification cards, such as driving licences and passports. 

 
2. An incident log shall be kept at the premises, and made available on 

request to an authorised officer of the City Council or the Police, which will 
record the following: 

(a) all crimes reported to the venue 
(b) all ejections of patrons 
(c) any complaints received 
(d) any incidents of disorder 
(e) seizures of drugs or offensive weapons 
(f) any faults in the CCTV system or searching equipment or scanning 

equipment 
(g) any refusal of the sale of alcohol 
(h) any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service. 

 
3. Premises to operate a zero tolerance policy to drugs and comply with the 

Hackney Police/Council Community Safety Unit Drugs and Weapons 
policy where appropriate. 

 
4. The premises will display prominent signage by every entrance and exit 
      explaining/requesting:  
      Customers to leave the premises quietly and respect local residents. 
      CCTV in operation Drugs policy Weapons policy. 
 
5. An adequate and appropriate supply of first aid equipment and materials 

shall be available on the premises. 
 

6. The premises licence holder shall ensure that all staff will undertake 
training in their responsibilities including upholding the four (4) objectives 
set out in the Licensing Act. Records will be kept of training and refresher 
training which will take place annually. 

 
7. The premises shall be managed as specified in the separate Fire Risk 

Assessment as set out under the Regulatory Reform ( Fire Safety ) Order 
2005. 

 
8. All exit routes shall be kept unobstructed, with non-slippery and even 

surfaces, free of trip hazards and clearly identified. 
 

9. All exits doors shall be maintained easily operable without the use of a 
key, card, code or similar means. 

 
 



 
 

10. Exit doors shall be regularly checked to ensure that they function 
satisfactorily, and a record of the check shall be kept. 

 
11. Adequate and appropriate supply of first aid equipment and materials must 

be available on the premises at all times. 
 

12. The Licence Holder shall provide and maintain a dedicated telephone 
number of the Designated Premises Supervisor for use by any 
Responsible Authority or any person who may wish to make a complaint 
during the operation of the licence. This shall be provided to the Licensing 
Authority, Police and local Residents Associations. The Licence Holder 
shall ensure that any changes to these details are sent to these parties 
within seven days. 

 
13. The Licensee shall ensure that all staff are fully trained and made aware of 

the legal requirement of businesses to comply with their duty of care as 
regards the disposal of waste produced from the business premises. The 
procedure for handling and preparing for disposal of the waste shall be in 
writing and displayed in a prominent place where it can be referred to at all 
times by staff. 

 
14. The Licensee shall ensure that any contract for general and recyclable 

waste disposal shall be appropriate in size to the amount of waste 
produced by the business. The Licensee shall maintain an adequate 
supply of waste receptacles provided by his registered waste carrier 
(refuse sacks or commercial waste bins) in order to ensure all refuse 
emanating from the business is always presented for collection by his 
waste carrier and shall not use any plain black or unidentifiable refuse 
sacks or any other unidentifiable or unmarked waste receptacles. 

 
15. Amplified sound (Live music or prerecorded music) on the premises shall 

be played at such a level so as not to cause nuisance to any un-
associated noise sensitive premises. 

 
9. Reasons for Officer Observations 

9.1. Conditions (1) to (14) are derived from applicant’s operating schedule. The 
applicant has agreed to the Environmental Protection revised condition and 
additional condition (15). 
 

10. Legal Comments  

10.1. The Council has a duty as a Licensing Authority under the Licensing Act 
2003 to carry out its functions with a view to promoting the following  
4 licensing objectives; x The Prevention of Crime and Disorder x Public Safety x Prevention of Public Nuisance x The Protection of Children from Harm 

 



 
 

10.2. It should be noted that each of the licensing objectives have equal 
importance and are the only grounds upon which a relevant 
representation can be made and for which an application can be refused 
or terms and conditions attached to a licence. 

11. Human Rights Act 1998 Implications  

11.1. There are implications to; 
 Article 6 – Right to a fair hearing 
 Article 14 – Not to discriminate 
 Balancing: Article 1- Peaceful enjoyment of their possession (i.e. a 

licence is defined as being a possession) with Article 8 – Right of 
Privacy (i.e. respect private & family life) to achieve a proportionate 
decision having regard to the protection of an individuals rights 
against the interests of the community at large. 

 

12. Members Decision Making  

12.1. Option 1 

That the application be refused 

12.2. Option 2 

That the application be approved, together with any conditions or 
restrictions which Members consider necessary for the promotion of 
the Licensing objectives. 

 

13. Conclusion 

13.1. That Members decide on the application under the Licensing Act 2003. 

Appendices: 

Appendix A: Application to vary a premises licence and supporting 
documents 

             Appendix B: Representations from responsible authorities 
             Appendix C: Representations from other persons   
             Appendix D: Current Licence   
             Appendix E: Location map 
 

Background documents 

   Licensing Act 2003 
          LBH Statement of Licensing Policy 

 

Report Author  Name: Shan Uthayasangar 
Title:    Licensing Officer 
Email:  shan.uthayasangar@hackney.gov.uk 
Tel:      02083562431 
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RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY REPRESENTATION: 
APPLICATION UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY DETAILS 

NAME OF AUTHORITY Metropolitan Police service 

ADDRESS OF AUTHORITY 
Licensing Unit, 
Stoke Police Station 
33 Stoke Newington High Street 
London 
N16 8DS 

CONTACT NAME PC 3288CE Amanda GRIGGS 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 07884 561085 

E-MAIL ADDRESS hackneylicensing@met.police.uk 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

NAME & ADDRESS OF PREMISES 
The Old Blue Last 
38 Great Eastern Street 
London 
EC2A 3ES 

NAME OF PREMISES USER Lily Twenty Ltd 

COMMENTS 

I make the following relevant representations in relation to the above application 
to vary the Premises Licence at the above address. 

1) the prevention of crime and disorder i 

2) public safety ฀ 

3) the prevention of public nuisance i 

4) the protection of children from harm ฀ 

Representations (which include comments and/or objections) in relation to: 



 
 

1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The above representations are supported by the following evidence and information. 

 
 
 
 
 
Are there any actions or measures that could be taken to allay concerns or  
objections? If so, please explain. 

 

 

 
 
Signed  
 PC 3288CE GRIGGS  
(By E-mail) 
Name (printed) 
 
 
 
 

Police make the following representations in relation to the application to vary 
the Premises Licence at The Old Blue Last, 38 Great Eastern Street, EC2A 3ES 
for the following reason(s);  
 
The application is requesting to extend the hours for licensable activity until 0100hrs 
on Thursday, and 0300hrs on Friday and Saturday, as well as removing, replacing 
and adding various conditions.  
 
There are concerns about the effect this extension may have on the local area and 
the cumulative impact. A dispersal policy would assist in this. 
 
From looking at the current licence conditions, police are concerned around condition 
27 which says ‘There shall be no live or recorded music permitted to take place in the 
second floor licensed area at any one time.’ This is not one of the conditions that have 
been changed in this application, yet one that seems to be at odds with the operation of 
the venue as the conditions go on to state that the windows on the second floor must be 
kept closed at all times and should be doubled glazed. Police would like clarification 
around this.  
 

 
 
 
 

Personal knowledge of the local area and issues in the area. 

 

Information as requested  



 RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY REPRESENTATION: 
 APPLICATION UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 

 RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY DETAILS 

 NAME OF AUTHORITY  Licensing Authority 

 ADDRESS OF AUTHORITY  Licensing Service 
 Hackney Service Centre 
 1 Hillman Street 
 London 
 E8 1DY 

 CONTACT NAME  David Tuitt 

 TELEPHONE NUMBER  020 8356 4942 

 E-MAIL ADDRESS  david.tuitt@hackney.gov.uk 

 APPLICATION PREMISES 

 Premises  Old Blue Last 
 38 Great Eastern Street 
 London 
 EC2A 3ES 

 Applicant  Lily Twenty Limited 

 COMMENTS 

 I make the following relevant representations in relation to the above application at 
 the above address. 

 1)  the prevention of crime and disorder  x 
 2)  public safety
 3)  the prevention of public nuisance  x 
 4)  the protection of children from harm



 Representations (which include comments and/or objections) in relation to: 

 I write to make a representation in response to this application. I am concerned that 
 there may be a negative impact on the promotion of the licensing objectives if the 
 additional hours are granted. In particular, the prevention of crime and disorder and 
 the prevention of public nuisance. It should be noted that I have no comments to 
 make on the request to remove conditions 24 and 26 and to revise condition 10. 

 It is noted that the additional hours are being sought to support grass roots music. 
 However, newly commissioned research on behalf of the Council shows that the 
 Shoreditch area suffers from the negative cumulative impact likely to be as a result 
 of the large number of night-time, licensed venues in the area. The report states that 
 this is at a significantly greater intensity and spatial scale than the rest of the 
 borough’s clusters of night-time economy. These impacts include: 

 ●  High levels of crime, such as thefts, robberies and violence
 ●  Significant on-street urination
 ●  Large numbers of calls to the London Ambulance Service

 Although data suggests that crime and ambulance calls have fallen since 2019, the 
 level remains higher than in other parts of the borough. Additional hours could add 
 to these figures given the prominent location of the premises within the Shoreditch 
 Triangle. 

 On 21 November 2017, the licence holder made an application to vary the premises 
 licence to add the second floor of the site to the licensable area. This application 
 was later determined under delegated authority. However, a browse of the website 
 connected with the premises suggests that there is a further level, described as “The 
 Flat” on the third floor. It is not clear the extent to which licensable activities may be 
 being carried on in this space but it is noted that a private bar appears to be 
 available in the space. 

 Furthermore, a visit was made by an Enforcement Officer to the premises at 00:38 
 on 14/01/2024. During the visit, the duty manager at the time appeared reluctant to 
 show the officer the CCTV and limited this to accessing via mobile phone only. Also, 
 it appeared that recorded music was being played on all floors. This was despite 
 condition 27 which states:  27. There shall be no live or recorded music permitted to 
 take place in the second floor licensed area at any one time. 

 The above representations are supported by the following evidence and information. 

 The Licensing Act 2003, guidance issued by the Home Office under s182 of the 
 Licensing Act 2003 



 Are there any actions or measures that could be taken to allay concerns or objections? 
 If so, please explain  . 

 N/A 

 Name:  David Tuitt (Business Regulation Team Leader) - Licensing and Technical 
 Support 

 15th January 2024 



Hackney Council Licensing Team

Hackney Service Centre,

1 Hillman Street,

E8 1DY

15 January 2024

Ref: The Old Blue Last, 38 Great Eastern Street, Hackney EC2A 3ES

To whom it may concern,

Music Venue Trust is a UK registered charity established in 2014 that acts to protect, secure
and improve the UK's Grassroots Music Venue circuit. Music Venue Trust provides advice to the
government, the cultural sector and the music industry on issues impacting the network of
venues and is the nominated representative that speaks on behalf of the Music Venues Alliance,
an association of over 800 venues from across the UK.

We write to offer comments to the Hackney Licensing sub-committee hearing which is meeting
to consider a licensing variation to the operating hours for the grassroots music venue The Old
Blue Last.

As an important cultural hub, the Old Blue Last is a member of the Music Venue Alliance. We
write in support of their extension to the Premises License application. Music Venue Trust is
confident that an extension to Old Blue Last’s licence from 1am to 3.00 am on Fridays and
Saturdays would strengthen the cultural provision of the area and allow the venue to build a
more robust and resilient operation.

Over the past 20 years 35% of Grassroots Music Venues (GMVs) have closed in the UK and
this is still ongoing; at the start of 2023 Music Venue Trust reported that the UK was continuing
to lose GMVs at an average rate of one a week.

In order for Hackney to maintain its reputation as ‘the creative heart of London’, with a ‘cultural
and creative economy central to the success of the borough’ (Hackney Council Arts and Cultural
Strategy 2019-2022) we urge the council to support successful business operators who are
working to drive the market, taking risks on grassroots musicians and developing the talent
pipeline.

Hackney’s recent cumulative impact specifically references that there are very few venues left
from Shoreditch’s night time heyday, and that most venues are now mainstream alcohol –
focused operations. Music Venue Trust urges you to support the Old Blue Last which is one of
the oldest grassroots venues in the Shoreditch area so that it can remain open and viable in
line with the Council’s own impact review from 2023.

GMVs provide new and emerging artists and musicians with a space to hone their craft, develop
their fanbase and increase access to cultural opportunities for the local community. MVT makes
the case to the Government and industry that they are the ‘research and development’ arm of
the music industry. However, in the aftermath of the Covid-19 Pandemic, the economic
resilience of Grassroots Music Venues has been pushed to the limit. In our Annual Report we
announced at Parliament the startling statistic that the average profit margin of a GMV is 0.2%,
and that at its core, the provision purely of live music is a loss-making activity; the national

Music Venue Trust, ℅ Strongroom, 120-124 Curtain Road, London, EC2A 3SQ
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